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Welcome &  
Overview

World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally 
recognised day on the 2nd of April every year, 
encouraging Member States of the United Nations 
to take measures to raise awareness about autism 
throughout the world.

World Autism Awareness day began in 2008, and is 
also one of only four official health-specific United 
Nations Days. The day itself brings individual autism 
organisations together all around the world to aid 
in things like research, diagnoses, treatment, and 
overall awareness for autistic children and adults.

About Autism
Autism is a neuro developmental condition with 
symptoms that appear early in life. Every person on 
the autism spectrum is different but these features 
are present in some form: 

• Challenges with communication, social 
interaction and reciprocity (understanding 
unspoken social rules; delay or lack of speech)

• Patterns of restricted, repetitive behaviours 
(intense focus, special interests and desire for 
routine)

Autism is not a disease. People are born on the 
autism spectrum. It is a lifelong condition and 
there is no cure, but the way it affects people 
may change over time as a person grows and 
matures. Approximately 1% of the population is on 
the autism spectrum. Currently, four times as many 
males are diagnosed than females.

About Spectrospective
Spectrospective: Stories of Autism is Amaze’s 
response to World Autism Awareness Day.

Spectrospective is a creative platform for people 
on the autism spectrum, their families and their 
supporters, to share their individual stories of autism 
via the creation of their own short film.

We believe that raising awareness and more 
importantly increasing levels of understanding 
about autism in the community best comes from 
autistic people telling their own stories about 
autism, from their own lived experience. 

We hope that by watching and sharing the 
2017 Spectrospective: Stories of Autism, we 
can work together to create a better world 
for autistic people.

Thank you for your interest in fundraising for 
World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD) 2017.



Diagnosis of autism in Australia 
is currently: Male:Female = 4:1.

Approximately 1% of the population 
is on the autism spectrum – 1 in every 
100 people, equalling around 55,000 
Victorians and 250,000 Australians.

95% of students on the autism spectrum 
experience educational restrictions, 
with 6% of these not able to attend 

school due to the impact of their autism.

8 out of 10 students on the autism 
spectrum do not complete 

secondary school.

Of students on the autism spectrum 
who finish school only 19% complete 

a post-school qualification.

Workforce participation rates for 
individuals on the autism spectrum 

are around 32% compared with about 
83% for the whole population.

Less than 1/3 of adults on the autism 
spectrum are in employment.

Individuals with autism are  
over-represented in the homeless 

population and in the justice system.

For people on the spectrum, timely 
and meaningful support, advice and 
information can be critical to quality 

of life outcomes.

GenderPopulation Education

Education

Employment

Education

Homelessness/Crime

Employment

Outcomes

less 
than
1/3
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Did you know?
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How does Amaze 
help autistic people? 

Amaze is a member-based not-for-profit 
organisation established in 1967 that 
represents around 55,000 Victorians on 
the autism spectrum. 

To achieve this, our three main goals are to: 
• Increase community awareness and 

understanding of autism; 

• Improve attitudes and behaviours towards 
people on the autism spectrum; 

• Create more opportunities for people on the 
autism spectrum to participate and contribute 
to society in meaningful ways. 

Who does Amaze assist? 
Amaze provides independent advice, information, 
training and support about autism to: 

• Individuals on the autism spectrum 

• Parents of children on the autism spectrum 

• Families/carers of people on the autism 
spectrum 

• Child Care Centres, kindergartens and 
playgroups 

• Schools, Tafe and higher education 

• Health professionals 

• Allied Health professionals 

• Community workers 

• Employers

•  Research organisations 

• Media outlets and journalists 

• The wider community 

How does Amaze assist? 
Amaze Autism Information Service  
Amaze receives hundreds of calls each week 
from individuals and organisations seeking 
general information and resources about autism. 

Amaze Advisor Phone Service  
Our Autism Advisor Service provides information, 
support and registration for the ‘Helping Children 
With Autism’ funding packages available to 
Victorian parents with children newly diagnosed 
with autism on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Autism Information Resources  
Amaze develops and distributes a wide range of 
information resources and fact sheets on autism 
for individuals, families, professionals and the wider 
community on an annual basis. 

Amaze Knowledge Services  
Amaze regularly delivers Autism Education and 
structured training programs on a fee for service 
basis to community groups, schools and workplaces. 

Amaze Advocacy  
Amaze understands the everyday challenges 
and issues experienced by people on the autism 
spectrum and their families or carers. Through 
feedback provided on our Autism Information Line, 
Autism Advisor Service, delivery of our community 
education programs and our strong social 
media community (14,000+), we are continually 
advocating to all levels of Government to influence 
change to improve policy, programs and funding for 
all individuals on the autism spectrum in Victoria.

Amaze is the peak body in Victoria for people 
on the autism spectrum and their supporters.
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Tips to help planning  
for your Spectrospective 
gold coin event
Decide on your event format
You can run any sort of gold coin event that 
works for you. Show the Spectrospective: Stories 
of Autism movie over lunch, give a presentation 
about autism, have a morning tea or a group 
discussion about autism and take a proactive role 
in educating others about what autism is or what it 
means to you.

Set a date
Get your date in people’s diaries as soon as you 
can. World Autism Awareness Day is 2nd April which 
marks the release of the 2017 Spectrospective film. 
Plan your event for any date in the month of April 
or May to best suit your organisation, school or 
situation.

Register your fundraising event
If you are planning an event, let us know about it 
at Amaze. We can answer any questions you have 
to make sure your event is a successful one. You 
can run your event informally and bank the money 
once it is over or you can also register a fundraising 
page online (if you want to) for your event. Find out 
more at www.spectrospective.com.au 

Put a team together
Running an event is much easier as part of a team. 
Recruit some helpers to share the responsibility – 
and have fun. You will be amazed at what you can 
achieve together.

Focus on raising awareness and fundraising
Whilst coming together for the event is great fun, 
remember the ultimate goal is to raise awareness 
and understanding about autism and to raise 
essential funds for Amaze to keep providing 
valuable information and support to our autistic 
community. Remember you can distribute some 
of our informative resources about autism, display 
some posters, show the Spectrospective film from 
2017 or some of our earlier stories of autism from 
2015 and 2016. Remember also to collect gold coin 
donations from your attendees when they arrive to 
your event.

Send the invites
Whether it is at home, work or in your local 
community, if you want people to come to your 
event, they need to know your event is happening. 
You could set up a Facebook event page, put 
posters up, send a calendar invite and also send 
a few email reminders in the lead up to your event 
day. Get people to RSVP to help you manage your 
event numbers.

Bank the funds
After your event, the easiest way to bank your funds 
is to make a donation online at www.amaze.org.au 
or you can make an EFT transfer or deposit funds at 
a Commonwealth Bank brand. Our bank account 
details are: 

Commonwealth Bank 
Autism Victoria 
BSB: 063 113 
A/C:0090 4093

http://www.spectrospective.com.au
http://www.amaze.org.au
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Resources  
Available

Items available to help you with your 
event include:
• Educational Posters

• Event Date Posters

• Event Bunting

• Popcorn cup decorations

• Social media banners, and images

• Event receipt forms

Further Questions:
Don’t hesitate to contact the 2017 Spectrospective 
Team – fundraising@amaze.org.au 

Thank you for your support. 
Together we can shape the future for autism.

Go to the download section of the Spectrospective 
website www.spectrospective.com.au

mailto:fundraising@amaze.org.au
http://www.spectrospective.com.au
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Visit spectro.com or contact fundraising@amaze.com.au for event resources. They will become available in the lead up to World Autism Awareness Day – April 2. 



Contact

Phone 1300 308 699 
Email fundraising@amaze.org.au  
PO Box 374, Carlton South VIC 3053

mailto:fundraising@amaze.org.au



